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How do you measure the size of the planet you're standing on?

"Circumference" is the story of what happened when one man asked himself that very question. Nicholas
Nicastro brings to life one of history's greatest experiments when an ancient Greek named Eratosthenes first
accurately determined the distance around the spherical earth. In this fascinating narrative history, Nicastro
takes a look at a deceptively simple but stunning achievement made by one man, millennia ago, with only
the simplest of materials at his disposal. How was he able to measure the land at a time when distance was
more a matter of a shrug and a guess at the time spent on a donkey's back? How could he be so confident in
the assumptions that underlay his calculations: that the earth was round and the sun so far away that its rays
struck the ground in parallel lines? Was it luck or pure scientific genius? Nicastro brings readers on a trip
into a long-vanished world that prefigured modernity in many ways, where neither Eratosthenes' reputation,
nor the validity of his method, nor his leadership of the Great Library of Alexandria were enough to convince
all his contemporaries about the dimensions of the earth. Eratosthenes' results were debated for centuries
until he was ultimately vindicated almost 2000 years later, during the great voyages of exploration.
"Circumference" is a compelling scientific detective story that transports readers back to a time when
humans had no idea how big their world was--and the fate of a man who dared to measure the
incomprehensible.
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From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Circumference:
Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kay Young:

The experience that you get from Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe
is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Circumference: Eratosthenes and the
Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this particular Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe instantly.

Bruce Benedict:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to
Measure the Globe as your daily resource information.

Joseph Yancey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to
Measure the Globe or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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