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Henri Matisse devoted four years of his life to designing the Vence Chapel, his "crowning achievement," as
he himself stated on several occasions. Though the circumstances which led to the creation of this unique
building are well known--the project originated with Sister Jacques-Marie, who nursed the aging painter
back to health after his brush with death in 1942--the story of the Chapel's construction has long remained
shrouded in mystery.

Much of the material in this book is drawn from the Couturier Archives. The bulk of the archive consists of
the notes of Brother Louis-Bertrand Rayssiguier, the young Dominican monk who drew the plan of the
Chapel and worked closely with Matisse on all phases of its building and decorating. From December 1947
to June 1951, Rayssiguier met frequently with the artist and recorded their conversations verbatim. His notes
allow the reader to follow day by day the unfolding of one of the supreme masterpieces of religious art in the
twentieth century. Even more significantly, they give us a rare glimpse into the artist's private world. They
chronicle his disappointments and his moments of elation, his habits and his foibles, his reactions to
contemporary developments in the art world, as well as his deepest personal beliefs. Gifted with an unusually
keen sense of observation, Rayssiguier shows us Matisse at work as well as Matisse relaxing in the intimacy
of his own home.

Completing this invaluable record, the correspondence between Matisse and Father Marie-Alain Couturier,
the Dominican priest at the forefront of the post-World War II movement to commission works of religious
art from leading modern painters and sculptors, details the creation of the Chapel's most remarkable feature--
Matisse's bold stained-glass windows. An expert on stained glass and the chief editor of L'Art sacre, an
influential review devoted to religious art around the world, Courutier took care of all the logistical and
technical matters relating to these great windows. The numerous letters he and the artist exchanged are in
themselves a fascinating exchange on the art and the significance of modern stained glass.

This archive charts a unique journey to the heart of artistic creativity. The compilation of documents
published here for the first time in English is abundantly illustrated with sketches by Matisse and
photographic records that show the successive stages of the Chapel's completion.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The Archive of a Creation
can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Steven Huckins:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The Archive of a Creation your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The Archive of a Creation
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Shirley Davenport:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The
Archive of a Creation e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Henri Matisse: The
Vence Chapel: The Archive of a Creation as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is
one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Eugene Williams:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The
Archive of a Creation to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and



go through it. Beside that the publication Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The Archive of a Creation can
to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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