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I AM AN IMMIGRANT In 1963 when I was 21 years old I left the USA, my homeland, and became an
immigrant. At the time I thought I was leaving because of the war in Vietnam. After I received my draft
notice, I appealed to study abroad and was given a one-year deferment. But on the ship (an old Bilbao
freighter going from New Orleans to Tarragona, Spain) I knew I would never return to America to serve or
to live. Today I am not so sure Vietnam was the sole reason I left America. By the age of 16, I had already
started the “hobby” of hitchhiking all over the United States. My first trip was during an Easter break. After
Friday classes I hitchhiked 800 miles within 24 hours to visit a married sister in Colorado. By Monday
morning I was back home ready for my first class. But from that time on, whenever I had a break in the
school year, I was thumbing all over the country, racking up tens of thousands of miles every year. Forty
years later, after spending more than 20 years doing my own family genealogy, I found records on hundreds
of my ancestors who never died in the country where they had been born. In fact, on my mother’s side of the
family not one of her direct Schneller ancestors from the 16th century to the present day had ever been
buried in the country where they were born. So did I become an immigrant like my maternal great-
grandfather who escaped to Nebraska from his Germany colony in Ukraine in the 1880s because he refused
conscription into the Czar’s army, or was it a genetic thing? Why do people become immigrants? Are they
running away from something, or running to something better? Much of my life has been dedicated to
collecting oral histories from people: the homeless in America, WWII vets, Holocaust survivors, Gypsies in
19 countries in Europe, victims of the Italian mafia, and now immigrants in the north Italian city of Brescia.
Of course, from my own experiences I have always felt empathy for immigrants. When I ended up in Madrid
in 1963, I faced the same problems most immigrants have to confront today: finding a place to live, finding
food, finding a job, and seeking security and friends. My first year in Spain I lost 20 pounds from going
hungry more often than not. Sometimes I had to resort to things I didn’t want to do, just to eat. This is a
poem I wrote about my early days in Spain as an immigrant.
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From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

This book untitled Carmine Voices to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Jack Evans:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks.
It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is usually Carmine
Voices.

Daniel Guy:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Carmine Voices your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to.
The Carmine Voices giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Ivory Hughes:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Carmine Voices can give you a lot of close
friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We should have Carmine Voices.
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