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Playing Dirty is full of dirty jokes. Arguing that the early modern excremental body is in many ways an
erotic body, Will Stockton—with humor and dry wit—reads psychoanalytic theory through early modern
comedies, claiming that it is helpful, rather than inimical, to the project of historicizing the body.

Noting that psychoanalysis has traditionally operated in a paranoid framework that relentlessly produces
evidence of the same “truths,” Stockton turns to a minority practice in psychoanalysis—associated with Jean
Laplanche—to develop a more “playful” analytic for literary studies. This analytic brings together different
discourses of sexuality and the body and allows individual writings to reform psychoanalytic wisdom about
sexuality, waste, and comedy. Through original explorations of works by William Shakespeare, Ben Jonson,
Sir John Harington, Thomas Nashe, and Geoffrey Chaucer, Stockton further encourages the reconciliation of
psychoanalysis and queer historicism. He focuses in large part on the less-often-read texts of the early
modern English canon, assessing the ways in which these books have been purged from the canon in the
name of generic purity.

Playing Dirty builds on recent calls by Renaissance and medieval queer scholars for a method of literary
analysis that is less constrained by the boundaries of periodicity and the supposed exigencies of historicism.
To take Playing Dirty seriously is to accept its invitation to “play”—to queerly disrupt the modern divide in
moving promiscuously between texts past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Playing Dirty: Sexuality and
Waste in Early Modern Comedy. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Louise Reyes:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Playing Dirty:
Sexuality and Waste in Early Modern Comedy is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Arthur Bennett:

The reserve with title Playing Dirty: Sexuality and Waste in Early Modern Comedy has lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

James Stevens:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Playing Dirty: Sexuality and Waste in Early Modern Comedy we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book
Playing Dirty: Sexuality and Waste in Early Modern Comedy. You can more attractive than now.
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