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In 2015, Chicago became the first city in the United States to create a reparations fund for victims of police
torture, after investigations revealed that former Chicago police commander Jon Burge tortured numerous
suspects in the 1970s, ’80s, and ’90s. But claims of police torture have even deeper roots in Chicago. In the
late 19th century, suspects maintained that Chicago police officers put them in sweatboxes or held them
incommunicado until they confessed to crimes they had not committed. In the first decades of the 20th
century, suspects and witnesses stated that they admitted guilt only because Chicago officers beat them,
threatened them, and subjected them to “sweatbox methods.” Those claims continued into the 1960s.

In Robert Nixon and Police Torture in Chicago, 1871–1971, Elizabeth Dale uncovers the lost history of
police torture in Chicago between the Chicago Fire and 1971, tracing the types of torture claims made in
cases across that period. To show why the criminal justice system failed to adequately deal with many of
those allegations of police torture, Dale examines one case in particular, the 1938 trial of Robert Nixon for
murder. Nixon’s case is famous for being the basis for the novel Native Son, by Richard Wright. Dale
considers the part of Nixon’s account that Wright left out of his story: Nixon’s claims that he confessed after
being strung up by his wrists and beaten and the legal system’s treatment of those claims. This original study
will appeal to scholars and students interested in the history of criminal justice, and general readers interested
in Midwest history, criminal cases, and the topic of police torture.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Keys:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Robert Nixon and Police Torture in Chicago, 1871-1971. Try to stumble
through book Robert Nixon and Police Torture in Chicago, 1871-1971 as your friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it
is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Dan Morris:

The book Robert Nixon and Police Torture in Chicago, 1871-1971 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Robert Nixon and
Police Torture in Chicago, 1871-1971? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Robert Nixon and Police Torture in Chicago, 1871-1971 has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a
e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Bastian:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Robert Nixon and Police Torture in Chicago, 1871-1971 can
give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Robert Nixon and Police Torture in Chicago, 1871-1971.

Chung England:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Robert
Nixon and Police Torture in Chicago, 1871-1971.
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