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An abbot’s ghost searches for an intelligent monk to exhume his manuscript from a hellish crypt and learn
the truth that monks lack two things: freedom of inquiry and benevolence.

Both Gothic and philosophical, Spiridion tells the story of a young novice, Angel, who finds himself cruelly
ostracized by his monastic superiors and terrified by the ghostly visits of his monastery’s founder, the abbot
Spiridion. Though he founded the monastery on the search for truth, Spiridion watched his once intelligent
and virtuous monks degenerate into a cruel, mindless community. Turning away from the Church and
withdrawing into his cell, he poured his energy into a manuscript that tells the “truth” about Roman Catholic
doctrine and monastic life and provides a vision of a new and eternal gospel. The manuscript was buried with
him, and his spirit now searches for a monk who is intelligent enough to exhume it from his crypt, which is
guarded by hellish spirits, and share its vision with the world.

Translated into English for the first time in more than 160 years, Spiridion offers a fierce critique of Catholic
doctrine as well as solutions for living with the Church’s teachings. Although Sand had broken with the
Church several years earlier, she nevertheless continued to believe in an omnipotent God, and her novel
makes the distinction, as Angel’s protector, Father Alexis, puts it, “between the authority of faith and the
application of this authority in the hands of men.” As translator Patricia J. F. Worth argues in her
introduction, the novel’s emphasis on freedom of inquiry, benevolence, and moral reform inspired other
nineteenth-century writers, including Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Matthew Arnold, and Henry James, and the
novel is also relevant to twenty-first-century discussions of religious authority and rigid adherence to
doctrine.

“This is an excellent translation of a tale of the supernatural by a major French author. With her searing
critique of Catholicism and its labyrinthine structures, Sand in Spiridion deconstructs her culture in a way
similar to what Mary Shelley has done in Frankenstein. Both works are effective as horror stories, but both
can also sustain serious academic inquiry, yielding still deeper rewards. Beyond academe, serious students of
religion will also find that Spiridion’s subject matter raises provocative theological questions.” — Lynn
Hoggard, translator of Nelida by Marie d’Agoult

Patricia J. F. Worth is a French-English translator and private tutor of English and French. She received her
master of translation studies from the Australian National University, Canberra, where she focused on
nineteenth-century French literature and recent New Caledonian literature.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Perkins:

Often the book Spiridion will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The
book Spiridion is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kai Martin:

This Spiridion is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal
with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information
accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Spiridion in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten
or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt that will?

Sabrina King:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Spiridion can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Nicholas Tapia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them
is actually Spiridion.
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