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In this unique oral history, gay Asian Americans talk frankly about their struggle for self-determination and
independence. For the first time, in their own words, pioneers in the Los Angeles movement discuss the gay
scene in Southern California and the development of a distinctly Asian American identity. Despite its size,
until recently the gay Asian American community in Los Angeles was fragmented and marginalized. Gay
Asian men separated into their own ethnic cliques and preferred whites as sexual partners. Eric C. Wat
convincingly demonstrates that these patterns are legacies of both a racialized hierarchy of desire and racial
exclusion from the mainstream gay community. Using a cultural studies lens to interpret the rich oral
narratives he collected, Wat shows how a dominant sexual ideology can influence our desires and contradict
our memories. He follows the development of 'specialty' bars that at once reinforced this dominant ideology
and highlighted its contradictions. By documenting the founding of the first gay Asian organization in
Southern California (Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays [A/PLG]), the author powerfully portrays the ways
gay Asian men confronted these contradictions publicly and struggled to reconcile them as they fashioned a
coherent identity and community based on both their race and sexuality. Wat's analysis returns gay Asian
men to the center of their lives and celebrates the power of individuals working collectively to define their
desires and to change what is unjust around them. As living history, their voices are valuable and overdue.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Scheiber:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Making of a Gay Asian Community: An Oral
History of Pre-AIDS Los Angeles (Pacific Formations: Global Relations in Asian and Pacific Perspectives)
has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book The Making of a Gay Asian Community: An Oral History of Pre-AIDS Los
Angeles (Pacific Formations: Global Relations in Asian and Pacific Perspectives) is not only giving you far
more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The Making of a Gay Asian Community:
An Oral History of Pre-AIDS Los Angeles (Pacific Formations: Global Relations in Asian and Pacific
Perspectives). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jack Harbin:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Making of a Gay Asian Community: An Oral History of
Pre-AIDS Los Angeles (Pacific Formations: Global Relations in Asian and Pacific Perspectives) book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer regarding The Making of a Gay Asian Community: An Oral History of Pre-AIDS Los Angeles
(Pacific Formations: Global Relations in Asian and Pacific Perspectives) content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Making of a Gay Asian Community: An Oral History
of Pre-AIDS Los Angeles (Pacific Formations: Global Relations in Asian and Pacific Perspectives) is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jenna Quintana:

The actual book The Making of a Gay Asian Community: An Oral History of Pre-AIDS Los Angeles
(Pacific Formations: Global Relations in Asian and Pacific Perspectives) has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Jeffry Yanez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On this



modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the The Making of a Gay Asian Community: An Oral History of Pre-AIDS Los Angeles (Pacific Formations:
Global Relations in Asian and Pacific Perspectives) when you needed it?
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