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English is now firmly established as an international language around the globe and as such is no longer the
preserve of the native speaker and the inner circle of counties. It is estimated that there are three times as
many non-native speakers of English as there are native speakers worldwide and that the majority of speech
events conducted in English are solely between non-native speakers of the language. The increased use of the
English language on a daily basis by non-native speakers is thus worthy of a study and the purpose of this
book. For the non-native speaker, the day-to-day demands of casual conversation can often be met through
collaboration and negotiation with their interlocutor. However, there is an ever-increasing need for the non-
native to participate in specific speech events such as discussions, meetings, interviews, and presentations,
where the construction and delivery of extended turns and monologues is paramount. This is particularly true
in professional and academic environments where this type of discourse holds significance and value for the
speaker, since it is often through this that their proficiency and professionalism is critiqued and measured.
This book is a timely study into the nature of extended discourse and the problems that non-native speakers
have in constructing this. The book considers a corpus of spoken data taken from the International English
Language Testing System (IELTS) speaking test with an international dimension. It specifically focuses on
discourse that is multi-propositional, that is, extended turns and monologues, and analyses this for breaks in
coherence and comprehensibility brought about by miscues in semantic and pragmatic features at the
discourse level. The main thesis of the book is that the construction of extended discourse carries with it an
additional burden for the speaker, namely the need to package information without support from the
interlocutor in such a way as to make a coherent interpretation possible. For the mother-tongue speaker, the
management of this packaging is of second nature, but for the non-native, the removal of collaborative
support from the interlocutor in the form of back-channels and negotiation of meaning leads to miscues at the
discourse level which impinge on coherence. As these miscues accumulate and interact with each other, the
coherence of the discourse is diminished even further and in extreme cases a complete breakdown in
communication can be observed. Two key areas where these miscues materialize are in the semantic
consistency and pragmatic relevance of the utterances as each one is added to the common ground. Semantic
consistency refers to the need to maintain the internal specificity of utterances and the external consistency
across utterances, while pragmatic relevance refers to the need to make contributions which are well-
contextualized and relevant to the on-going discourse. The book is both a textual and evaluative approach to
studying discourse. It contains copious examples of transcribed non-native discourse with commentaries that
indicate where miscues arise and how these lead to a lack of coherence. The book also describes in detail a
manipulation experiment which looks at the effect of repairing discourse on the perceived coherence, thus
evaluating the psycholinguistic reality of the identified miscues. The book also considers the relationship of
fluency to coherence and how disfluent performance can impinge on perceived coherence. The book will be
of interest to applied linguistics and English-language teaching practitioners around the world as well as
academics involved in the testing of spoken English. Aimed at postgraduate level but accessible to
undergraduates, it is a must for anyone concerned with the teaching or studying of a second language such as
English and researchers working in the field of discourse analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

This Discourse and the Non-Native English Speaker are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Discourse and the Non-Native English Speaker can be on
the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
you with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Discourse and the Non-Native English Speaker forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Eric Graves:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Discourse
and the Non-Native English Speaker, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Mandy Conway:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Discourse and the Non-Native English Speaker, you
are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Michael Hansen:

Beside this kind of Discourse and the Non-Native English Speaker in your phone, it might give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Discourse and the Non-Native English Speaker because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it
from right now!
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