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A democracy falters when most of its citizens are uninformed or misinformed, when misinformation affects
political decisions and actions, or when political actors foment misinformation—the state of affairs the
United States faces today, as this timely book makes painfully clear. In Do Facts Matter? Jennifer L.
Hochschild and Katherine Levine Einstein start with Thomas Jefferson’s ideal citizen, who knows and uses
correct information to make policy or political choices. What, then, the authors ask, are the consequences if
citizens are informed but do not act on their knowledge? More serious, what if they do act, but on incorrect
information?

Analyzing the use, nonuse, and misuse of facts in various cases—such as the call to impeach Bill Clinton, the
response to global warming, Clarence Thomas’s appointment to the Supreme Court, the case for invading
Iraq, beliefs about Barack Obama’s birthplace and religion, and the Affordable Care Act—Hochschild and
Einstein argue persuasively that errors of commission (that is, acting on falsehoods) are even more
troublesome than errors of omission. While citizens’ inability or unwillingness to use the facts they know in
their political decision making may be frustrating, their acquisition and use of incorrect “knowledge” pose a
far greater threat to a democratic political system.

Do Facts Matter? looks beyond individual citizens to the role that political elites play in informing,
misinforming, and encouraging or discouraging the use of accurate or mistaken information or beliefs.
Hochschild and Einstein show that if a well-informed electorate remains a crucial component of a successful
democracy, the deliberate concealment of political facts poses its greatest threat.
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From reader reviews:

Clayton Medina:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Do Facts Matter?:
Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series)
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Matthew Wallace:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The
Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Do Facts Matter?: Information and
Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) content conveys
the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation
in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Homer Anderson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of
several ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum
Distinguished Lecture Series), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Kerstin Torres:

This Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum
Distinguished Lecture Series) is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information



for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Do Facts
Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished
Lecture Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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