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Winner of the Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize, a breathtaking elegy to the waning days of human
spaceflight as we have known it

In the 1960s, humans took their first steps away from Earth, and for a time our possibilities in space seemed
endless. But in a time of austerity and in the wake of high-profile disasters like Challenger, that dream has
ended. In early 2011, Margaret Lazarus Dean traveled to Cape Canaveral for NASA's last three space shuttle
launches in order to bear witness to the end of an era. With Dean as our guide to Florida's Space Coast and to
the history of NASA, Leaving Orbit takes the measure of what American spaceflight has achieved while
reckoning with its earlier witnesses, such as Norman Mailer, Tom Wolfe, and Oriana Fallaci. Along the way,
Dean meets NASA workers, astronauts, and space fans, gathering possible answers to the question: What
does it mean that a spacefaring nation won't be going to space anymore?
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Rhoads:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last
Days of American Spaceflight. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Rene Moore:

Why? Because this Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Pearl Young:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of
American Spaceflight reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Leaving Orbit: Notes
from the Last Days of American Spaceflight as good book not just by the cover but also through the content.
This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Bernice Martinez:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of
American Spaceflight to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
read it. Beside that the book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight can to be
your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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