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Neocybernetics and Narrative opens a new chapter in Bruce Clarke’s project of rethinking narrative and
media through systems theory. Reconceiving interrelations among subjects, media, significations, and the
social, this study demonstrates second-order systems theory’s potential to provide fresh insights into the
familiar topics of media studies and narrative theory.

A pioneer of systems narratology, Clarke offers readers a synthesis of the neocybernetic theories of cognition
formulated by biologists Humberto Maturana and Francisco Varela, incubated by cyberneticist Heinz von
Foerster, and cultivated in Niklas Luhmann’s social systems theory. From this foundation, he interrogates
media theory and narrative theory through a critique of information theory in favor of autopoietic
conceptions of cognition. Clarke’s purview includes examinations of novels (Mrs. Dalloway and Mind of My
Mind), movies (Avatar, Memento, and Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind), and even Aramis, Bruno
Latour’s idiosyncratic meditation on a failed plan for an automated subway.

Clarke declares the era of the cyborg to have ended, laid to rest as the ontology of technical objects is
brought into differential coordination with operations of living, psychic, and social systems. The second-
order discourse of cognition destabilizes the usual sense of cognition as conscious awareness, revealing the
possibility of nonconscious and nonhuman forms of sentience.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Neocybernetics and Narrative
(Posthumanities). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Norman Eiland:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Neocybernetics and Narrative (Posthumanities) book is readable by
means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking
at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with Neocybernetics and Narrative (Posthumanities) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Neocybernetics and Narrative (Posthumanities) is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Dedra Clark:

This Neocybernetics and Narrative (Posthumanities) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Neocybernetics and Narrative (Posthumanities) can be one
of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Neocybernetics and Narrative (Posthumanities) giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

John Rivera:

Typically the book Neocybernetics and Narrative (Posthumanities) has a lot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.
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