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Drawn in part from personal interviews with participants and witnesses, Herbert Braun’s analysis of the
riot’s roots, its patterns and consequences, provides a dramatic account of this historic turning point and an
illuminating look at the making of modern Colombia.

Braun’s narrative begins in the year 1930 in Bogotá, Colombia, when a generation of Liberals and
Conservatives came to power convinced they could kept he peace by being distant, dispassionate, and
rational. One of these politicians, Jorge Eliécer Gaitán, was different. Seeking to bring about a society of
merit, mass participation, and individualism, he exposed the private interests of the reigning politicians and
engendered a passionate relationship with his followers. His assassination called forth urban crowds that
sought to destroy every visible evidence of public authority of a society they felt no longer had the moral
right to exist.

This is a book about behavior in public: how the actors—the political elite, Gaitán, and the
crowds—explained and conducted themselves in public, what they said and felt, and what they sought to
preserve or destroy, is the evidence on which Braun draws to explain the conflicts contained in Colombian
history. The author demonstrates that the political culture that was emerging through these tensions offered
the hope of a peaceful transition to a more open, participatory, and democratic society.

“Most Colombians regard Jorge Eliécer Gaitán as a pivotal figure in their nation’s history, whose
assassination on April 9, 1948 irrevocably changed the course of events in the twentieth century. . . . As
biography, social history, and political analysis, Braun’s book is a tour de force.”—Jane M. Rausch,
Hispanic American Historical Review
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Assassination of Gaitán: Public Life and
Urban Violence in Colombia. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important any book The Assassination of Gaitán: Public Life and Urban Violence in
Colombia. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Latrice Miller:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't
know which one you should start with. This The Assassination of Gaitán: Public Life and Urban Violence in
Colombia is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Robert Wilkerson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. The Assassination of Gaitán: Public Life and Urban Violence in Colombia
can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Robert Carroll:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Assassination of Gaitán: Public
Life and Urban Violence in Colombia can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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