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On April 6, 1922, in Paris, Albert Einstein and Henri Bergson publicly debated the nature of time. Einstein
considered Bergson's theory of time to be a soft, psychological notion, irreconcilable with the quantitative
realities of physics. Bergson, who gained fame as a philosopher by arguing that time should not be
understood exclusively through the lens of science, criticized Einstein’s theory of time for being a
metaphysics grafted on to science, one that ignored the intuitive aspects of time. The Physicist and the
Philosopher tells the remarkable story of how this explosive debate transformed our understanding of time
and drove a rift between science and the humanities that persists today.

Jimena Canales introduces readers to the revolutionary ideas of Einstein and Bergson, describes how they
dramatically collided in Paris, and traces how this clash of worldviews reverberated across the twentieth
century. She shows how it provoked responses from figures such as Bertrand Russell and Martin Heidegger,
and carried repercussions for American pragmatism, logical positivism, phenomenology, and quantum
mechanics. Canales explains how the new technologies of the period—such as wristwatches, radio, and
film—helped to shape people’s conceptions of time and further polarized the public debate. She also
discusses how Bergson and Einstein, toward the end of their lives, each reflected on his rival’s
legacy—Bergson during the Nazi occupation of Paris and Einstein in the context of the first hydrogen bomb
explosion.

The Physicist and the Philosopher is a magisterial and revealing account that shows how scientific truth was
placed on trial in a divided century marked by a new sense of time.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate
That Changed Our Understanding of Time.

Michelle Carlson:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and
the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a new book The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein,
Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time. You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Irene Allen:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Physicist and the Philosopher:
Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time book as this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Tina McKinney:

The reserve with title The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed
Our Understanding of Time has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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