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The Priestly Blessing found in Numbers 6:24-26 left a deep imprint upon Jewish and Christian religious
practice and tradition. The various ways in which the blessing was incorporated into these liturgical
traditions, for example, are well documented in a variety of written sources from the past two thousand
years. Rabbinic literature demonstrates that the blessing held a central place in early Jewish traditions,
especially as part of the development of the Amidah and other liturgical prayers. Christian tradition also
attests to a rich diversity of applications of the blessing in Byzantine and Medieval Christian practice. While
the Priestly Blessings development and significance in Judaism and early Christianity are well documented,
considerably less is known about its earliest history in the ancient world. The Priestly Blessing in Inscription
and Scripture breaks new ground in the study of the origins and early history of the blessing by examining its
appearance on two Iron Age amulets discovered at the site of Ketef Hinnom in Jerusalem. Jeremy Smoak
provides a comprehensive description of the two amulets and compares the inscriptions on their surfaces
with several Phoenician and Punic inscribed amulets. He argues that the blessings language originated within
a wider tradition of protective words, which were often inscribed on metal amulets as protection against evil.
He contends that the Priestly writers of the biblical texts incorporated the specific words into the blessings
formulations precisely due to their wide popularity and appeal as protective words in the eastern
Mediterranean world. Smoaks argument represents an important departure from earlier studies on the
background of the blessings language in the ancient Near East, and it sheds significant new light on the
history of their use within early Judaism and Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

The book The Priestly Blessing in Inscription and Scripture: The Early History of Numbers 6:24-26 can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a good thing like a book The Priestly Blessing in Inscription and Scripture: The Early History of
Numbers 6:24-26? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Priestly Blessing
in Inscription and Scripture: The Early History of Numbers 6:24-26 has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Deborah Hagan:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what one you should start with. This The Priestly Blessing in Inscription and Scripture: The
Early History of Numbers 6:24-26 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Willie Isaac:

The reserve with title The Priestly Blessing in Inscription and Scripture: The Early History of Numbers 6:24-
26 posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition
of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Francis King:

The Priestly Blessing in Inscription and Scripture: The Early History of Numbers 6:24-26 can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight
arrangement in writing The Priestly Blessing in Inscription and Scripture: The Early History of Numbers
6:24-26 but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial thinking.
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