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This is a classic American tale of dreams and obsession--the suspenseful, brilliantly written account of one
eccentric man’s hunger to open space travel to us all: to let us rocket into orbit, return to earth, and soar yet
again--thus transforming space travel forever.

They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus

Gary Hudson was seven years old when Sputnik flew, nineteen when Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon,
and all he ever wanted to do was to travel into space. Between 1970 and 1996 he founded and disbanded five
separate rocket-building companies, none meeting with much success. Then, in 1997, at the age of forty-
seven, he launched Rotary Rocket. His goal was to develop and build the Roton, the world’s first manned,
single-stage-to-orbit, fully reusable spaceship, capable of shuttling ordinary people into orbit and back in a
single day. Elizabeth Weil followed Gary for two years, and in this book she brings to vivid life a
seductively--perhaps delusionally--optimistic world where science and science fiction meld and fuse, and
where imagination and invention collide.

In California’s bleak and windswept Mojave Desert, Gary assembled a fanatical, mismatched crew of
engineers and technicians, and Weil bears witness to their Roton endeavor, from first conception to final test
flight. The cast includes a pyromaniacal engineer, a world expert on composite airframes, two former Navy
test pilots, Gary’s infinitely patient wife, a third-generation Mojave motel owner, and an enigmatic and
resourceful financier. At their center shines Gary himself, a man eternally reflecting the glow of a better,
lighter, higher world--a world that, despite his flaws and failures, he perpetually convinces us we’re all about
to reach.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed They All
Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First Civilian Spaceship? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Louis Trent:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is
this They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First Civilian Spaceship.

Selma Lang:

They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First Civilian Spaceship can
be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First
Civilian Spaceship yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Ricardo Hayward:

You may get this They All Laughed at Christopher Columbus: An Incurable Dreamer Builds the First
Civilian Spaceship by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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