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How shall we improve human health? One answer is: by eradication. The Gates Foundation announced in
2007 that their goal is malaria eradication; another of their priorities is polio eradication. Eradication means
the complete elimination of a disease through deliberate human intervention. It stands for an absolute in
public health.

This book by the award-winning historian of medicine Nancy Leys Stepan is an accessible, beautifully
written, and deeply researched examination of one of the most controversial issues in public health today.
The eradication of disease might seem like an absolute good. But critics of eradication argue that the huge
resources needed to achieve eradication could be better allocated toward developing primary health services
and general improvement in health.

This book aims to look at the benefits and drawbacks of single-minded efforts to rid the world of particular
diseases, one at a time. The sweep of the book is impressive, from the origins of the idea of complete
eradication in the early twentieth century until the present-day campaigns against polio, Guinea worm
disease, and now malaria. The author places eradication's story in its many contexts, from imperialism,
changing notions of public health, the history of medicine and its technologies, the development of
international health agencies such as the World Health Organization, and the impact of the Cold War on the
shift of attention to disease in developing countries.

At the center of this narrative is Dr. Fred Lowe Soper (1893–1977), a U.S.-trained doctor who became the
arch-eradicationist of his time. His campaigns to eradicate hookworm disease, yaws, yellow fever, malaria,
and smallpox are treated in compelling detail, as are the roles of international health agencies such as the
Rockefeller Foundation and the World Health Organization.

Throughout the book Stepan draws attention to the way that the ideal of eradication has repeatedly arisen,
phoenix-like, from its setbacks. In a powerful conclusion, she uses the example of the current campaign to
eradicate Guinea worm disease to argue that, today, under the right circumstances, eradication and primary
health care need not be in conflict, as they were in the past, but can form mutually reinforcing policies to
improve the health and well-being of populations, especially the poorest and most disease-burdened
populations of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

The book Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever?? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world
by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sheila Foxworth:

This book untitled Eradication: Ridding the World of Diseases Forever? to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Beatrice Rogers:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Eradication: Ridding the World of
Diseases Forever? which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Mary Stone:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Eradication: Ridding the
World of Diseases Forever?.
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