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Scattered throughout the Talmud, the founding document of rabbinic Judaism in late antiquity, can be found
quite a few references to Jesus--and they're not flattering. In this lucid, richly detailed, and accessible book,
Peter Schäfer examines how the rabbis of the Talmud read, understood, and used the New Testament Jesus
narrative to assert, ultimately, Judaism's superiority over Christianity.

The Talmudic stories make fun of Jesus' birth from a virgin, fervently contest his claim to be the Messiah
and Son of God, and maintain that he was rightfully executed as a blasphemer and idolater. They subvert the
Christian idea of Jesus' resurrection and insist he got the punishment he deserved in hell--and that a similar
fate awaits his followers.

Schäfer contends that these stories betray a remarkable familiarity with the Gospels--especially Matthew and
John--and represent a deliberate and sophisticated anti-Christian polemic that parodies the New Testament
narratives. He carefully distinguishes between Babylonian and Palestinian sources, arguing that the rabbis'
proud and self-confident countermessage to that of the evangelists was possible only in the unique historical
setting of Persian Babylonia, in a Jewish community that lived in relative freedom. The same could not be
said of Roman and Byzantine Palestine, where the Christians aggressively consolidated their political power
and the Jews therefore suffered.

A departure from past scholarship, which has played down the stories as unreliable distortions of the
historical Jesus, Jesus in the Talmud posits a much more deliberate agenda behind these narratives.
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From reader reviews:

John Tillery:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Jesus in the Talmud is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Willie Collins:

This Jesus in the Talmud are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
reason of this Jesus in the Talmud can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Jesus in the Talmud giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Shawn Young:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Jesus in the Talmud, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Stacy Abercrombie:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Jesus in the Talmud offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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