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The idea of jihad is central to Islamic faith and ethics, and yet its meanings have been highly contested over
time. They have ranged from the philosophical struggle to live an ethical life to the political injunction to
wage war against enemies of Islam. Today, more than ever, jihad signifies the political opposition between
Islam and the West. As the line drawn between Muslims and non-Muslims becomes more rigid, Ayesha Jalal
seeks to retrieve the ethical meanings of this core Islamic principle in South Asian history.

Drawing on historical, legal, and literary sources, Jalal traces the intellectual itinerary of jihad through
several centuries and across the territory connecting the Middle East with South Asia. She reveals how key
innovations in modern Islamic thought resulted from historical imperatives. The social and political scene in
India before, during, and after British colonial rule forms the main backdrop. We experience the jihad as
armed warfare waged by Sayyid Ahmad of Rai Bareilly between 1826 and 1831, the calls to jihad in the
great rebellion of 1857, the fusion of jihad with a strand of anti-colonial nationalism in the early twentieth
century, and the contemporary politics of self-styled jihadis in Pakistan, waging war to liberate co-
religionists in Afghanistan and Kashmir.

Partisans of Allah surveys this rich and tumultuous history of South Asian Muslims and its critical
contribution to the intellectual development of the key concept of jihad. Analyzing the complex interplay of
ethics and politics in Muslim history, the author effectively demonstrates the preeminent role of jihad in the
Muslim faith today.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore May:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Partisans of Allah: Jihad in South Asia will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Loren Velasco:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Partisans of Allah: Jihad in
South Asia is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Michael Rahn:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is usually Partisans of Allah: Jihad in South Asia.

John Flores:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Partisans of Allah: Jihad in South Asia. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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