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How could novels like Uncle Tom’s Cabin change the hearts and minds of thousands of mid-nineteenth-
century readers, yet make so many modern readers cringe at their over-the-top, tear-filled scenes?
Sentimental Readers explains why sentimental rhetoric was so compelling to readers of that earlier era, why
its popularity waned in the latter part of the nineteenth century, and why today it is generally characterized as
overly emotional and artificial. But author Faye Halpern also does more: she demonstrates that this now
despised rhetoric remains relevant to contemporary writing teachers and literary scholars.

Halpern examines these novels with a fresh eye by positioning sentimentality as a rhetorical strategy on the
part of these novels’ (mostly) female authors, who used it to answer a question that plagued the male-
dominated world of nineteenth-century American rhetoric and oratory: how could listeners be sure an
eloquent speaker wasn’t unscrupulously persuading them of an untruth? The authors of sentimental novels
managed to solve this problem even as the professional male rhetoricians and orators could not, because
sentimental rhetoric, filled with tears and other physical cues of earnestness, ensured that an audience could
trust the heroes and heroines of these novels. However, as a wider range of authors began wielding
sentimental rhetoric later in the nineteenth century, readers found themselves less and less convinced by this
strategy.

In her final discussion, Halpern steps beyond a purely historical analysis to interrogate contemporary rhetoric
and reading practices among literature professors and their students, particularly first-year students new to
the “close reading” method advocated and taught in most college English classrooms. Doing so allows her to
investigate how sentimental novels are understood today by both groups and how these contemporary
reading strategies compare to those of Americans more than a century ago. Clearly, sentimental novels still
have something to teach us about how and why we read.
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a
Disparaged Rhetoric is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Henry Perry:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall,
and Revival of a Disparaged Rhetoric, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Miguel Sherman:

This Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a Disparaged Rhetoric is great guide for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a Disparaged Rhetoric in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

William McCoy:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a Disparaged Rhetoric
this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to



understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable
all of you.
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