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What makes human beings so innovative, so adept at rapid, creative thinking? Where do new ideas come
from, and once we have them, how can we carry them mentally into new situations? What allows our
thinking to range easily over time, space, causation, and agency-so easily that we take this truly remarkable
ability for granted?
In The Origin of Ideas, Mark Turner offers a provocative new theory to answer these and many other
questions. While other species do what we cannot-fly, run amazingly fast, see in the dark-only human beings
can innovate so rapidly and widely. Turner argues that this distinctively human spark was an evolutionary
advance that developed from a particular kind of mental operation, which he calls "blending": our ability to
take two or more ideas and create a new idea in the "blend." Turner begins by looking at the "lionman," a
32,000-year-old ivory figurine, one of the earliest examples of blending. Here, the concepts "lion" and "man"
are merged into a new figure, the "lionman." Turner argues that at some stage during the Paleolithic Age,
humans reached a tipping point. Before that, we were a bunch of large, unimaginative mammals. After that,
we were poised to take over the world. Once biological evolution hit upon making brains that could do
advanced blending, we possessed the capacity to invent and maintain culture. Cultural innovation could then
progress by leaps and bounds over biological evolution itself, leading to the highest forms of human
cognition and creativity.
For anyone interested in how and why our minds work the way they do, The Origin of Ideas offers a wealth
of original insights-and is itself a brilliant example of the innovative thinking it describes.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Venegas:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Origin of Ideas: Blending, Creativity, and the
Human Spark ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The Origin of Ideas: Blending, Creativity, and
the Human Spark is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Origin of Ideas: Blending, Creativity, and the Human Spark. You
never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Linda Brown:

This The Origin of Ideas: Blending, Creativity, and the Human Spark book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. That The Origin of Ideas: Blending, Creativity, and the Human Spark without we realize teach
the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Origin of
Ideas: Blending, Creativity, and the Human Spark can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
Origin of Ideas: Blending, Creativity, and the Human Spark having great arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Wm Schroeder:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Origin of Ideas: Blending, Creativity, and the Human
Spark can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Dennis Green:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Origin of Ideas: Blending,
Creativity, and the Human Spark that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but



for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you could pick The Origin of Ideas: Blending, Creativity, and the Human Spark become your
starter.
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