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From one of China's most celebrated contemporary novelists comes this riveting tale of a young woman's
emotional and sexual awakening. Set in the turbulent decades of the Cultural Revolution and the Tian'anmen
Square incident, A Private Life exposes the complex and fantastical inner life of a young woman growing up
during a time of intense social and political upheaval.

At the age of twenty-six, Ni Niuniu has come to accept pain and loss. She has suffered the death of her
mother and a close friend and neighbor, Mrs. Ho. She has long been estranged from her tyrannical father,
while her boyfriend?a brilliant and handsome poet named Yin Nan?was forced to flee the country. She has
survived a disturbing affair with a former teacher, a mental breakdown that left her in a mental institution for
two years, and a stray bullet that tore through the flesh of her left leg. Now living in complete seclusion,
Niuniu shuns a world that seems incapable of accepting her and instead spends her days wandering in vivid,
dreamlike reveries where her fractured recollections and wild fantasies merge with her inescapable feelings
of melancholy and loneliness. Yet this eccentric young woman?caught between the disappearing traditions of
the past and a modernizing Beijing, a flood of memories and an unknowable future, her chosen solitude and
her irrepressible longing?discovers strength and independence through writing, which transforms her flight
from the hypocrisy of urban life into a journey of self-realization and rebirth.

First published in 1996 to widespread critical acclaim, Chen Ran's controversial debut novel is a lyrical
meditation on memory, sexuality, femininity, and the often arbitrary distinctions between madness and
sanity, alienation and belonging, nature and society. As Chen leads the reader deep into the psyche of Ni
Niuniu?into her innermost secrets and sexual desires?the borders separating narrator and protagonist, writer
and subject dissolve, exposing the shared aspects of human existence that transcend geographical and
cultural differences.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book A Private Life (Weatherhead
Books on Asia). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Belinda Timmer:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that A Private Life
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Janet Smith:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This A Private Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia) book is readable by
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of A Private
Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now
thinking A Private Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Nathan Osborne:

Beside this specific A Private Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia) in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have A Private Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia) because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
and read it from at this point!
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