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American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence examines
spectatorship in American literature at the turn of the twentieth century, focusing on texts by Theodore
Dreiser, Miriam Michelson, Irvin S. Cobb, and Paul Laurence Dunbar. The spectator functions as a lens
through which we view the relationship between violence and social change as depicted in the politically-
charged crowds of fictional lynch mob scenes that expose the central tension of American democracy—the
struggle for balance between the rights of the individual and the demands of the community. This has played
out in American fiction through clashes between crowds and the primarily rural images that have so often
been used to describe America. While this pastoral vision of America has dominated the study of American
literature, this book argues for a reassessment of fiction that takes into consideration that the way the country
defines itself collectively is as significant as the way its people define themselves individually.
This study distinguishes itself from others by bringing together journalism, crowds, lynching, spectatorship,
and literature in new and innovative ways that uncover how American literature at the turn of the twentieth
century confronted and pushed beyond passive observation and static visual performances, which are
traditionally associated with the terms "spectator" and "spectacle." The crowds in fictional lynch mob scenes
clash with the idea of positive collective action because the crowd's vigilantism defies legitimate legal and
democratic processes. Lynch mobs, in contrast to other crowds like strikes or political rallies, do not reclaim
the democratic process from the control of the powerful and wealthy, but rather oppose those practices
violently without regard to justice. As a figure who is simultaneously within and outside the crowd, the
spectator (often in the form of a reporter character) is in a unique position to express the fractures occurring
between the individual and the collective in American society. Racial conflicts are a key aspect of the crowd
scenes examined. American writers contended with these issues by using the spectator to observe, question,
and challenge readers to consider the impact on the structure of American society.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book American Literature,
Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence. All type of book are you able to see on
many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Ken Martin:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled American Literature, Lynching, and the
Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Alvaro Holloway:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd:
Spectacular Violence can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.

Crystal Parrish:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Literature, Lynching, and
the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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