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What can we learn about modern Chinese history by reading a marginalized set of materials from a widely
neglected period? In Republican Lens, Joan Judge retrieves and revalorizes the vital brand of commercial
culture that arose in the period surrounding China’s 1911 Revolution. Dismissed by high-minded ideologues
of the late 1910s and largely overlooked in subsequent scholarship, this commercial culture has only recently
begun to be rehabilitated in mainland China. Judge uses one of its most striking, innovative—and continually
mischaracterized—products, the journal Funü shibao (The women’s eastern times), as a lens onto the early
years of China’s first Republic. Redeeming both the value of the medium and the significance of the era, she
demonstrates the extent to which the commercial press channeled and helped constitute key epistemic and
gender trends in China’s revolutionary twentieth century.

The book develops a cross-genre and inter-media method for reading the periodical press and gaining access
to the complexities of the past. Drawing on the full materiality of the medium, Judge reads cover art,
photographs, advertisements, and poetry, editorials, essays, and readers’ columns in conjunction with and
against one another, as well as in their broader print, historical and global contexts. This yields insights into
fundamental tensions that governed both the journal and the early Republic. It also highlights processes
central to the arc of twentieth-century knowledge culture and social change: the valorization and
scientization of the notion of "experience," the public actualization of "Republican Ladies," and the
amalgamation of "Chinese medicine" and scientific biomedicine. It further revives the journal’s editors,
authors, medical experts, artists, and, most notably, its little known female contributors. Republican Lens
captures the ingenuity of a journal that captures the chaotic potentialities within China’s early Republic and
its global twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
Republican Lens: Gender, Visuality, and Experience in the Early Chinese Periodical Press (Asia: Local
Studies / Global Themes)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have different opinion?

Walter Cornwell:

The book Republican Lens: Gender, Visuality, and Experience in the Early Chinese Periodical Press (Asia:
Local Studies / Global Themes) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Republican Lens: Gender, Visuality, and Experience in
the Early Chinese Periodical Press (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes)? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Republican Lens: Gender, Visuality, and Experience in
the Early Chinese Periodical Press (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Norma Lorentzen:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Republican Lens:
Gender, Visuality, and Experience in the Early Chinese Periodical Press (Asia: Local Studies / Global
Themes) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Linda Soto:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for



book, may be the publication untitled Republican Lens: Gender, Visuality, and Experience in the Early
Chinese Periodical Press (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes) can be excellent book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.
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