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This book documents and explains the remarkable decline in the American marriage rate that began about
1970. This decline has occurred in spite of the fact that married people are better off than unmarried people
in many ways. Many other attempts to explain the “retreat from marriage” blame it on culture change
involving a devaluation of marriage, and/or on ignorance of the benefits of marriage among the unmarried
population. In turn, because unmarried adults and single-parent families are poorer than others, poverty and
its associated problems are attributed to the failure to marry.

The argument presented here is that the declining marriage rate is due to the deteriorating position of
workers, particularly men, in the American economy. Not only have jobs disappeared and wages decreased,
especially for the less-educated, but existing jobs have become more precarious. Less-educated workers can’t
count on having jobs in the future, and can’t count on earning enough to support families if they have jobs
because their wages have stagnated. In this economic environment, the flexibility to change partners
becomes a survival strategy for the economically marginalized population, which has been increasing in size
for the past four decades. Arrangements such as cohabitation allow for this flexibility; marriage does not.

This argument implies that marriage is not a realistic choice for many Americans. In fact, it is a choice that
many people don’t actually have. Marriages between economically marginal men and women would not
eventuate in the benefits that middle-class people experience when they marry, and would eliminate an
option they may need to survive in the face of unrelenting poverty. We won’t convince these people that
marriage would improve their lives, because in most cases it wouldn’t be true. To return the marriage rate to
its pre-1970 level, we need to address the economic factors that have caused the decline.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Bonilla:

This The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married Won't Solve All Our Problems book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married Won't
Solve All Our Problems without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married Won't Solve All
Our Problems can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married
Won't Solve All Our Problems having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Joseph Griego:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married Won't Solve All Our
Problems book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer associated with The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married Won't
Solve All Our Problems content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married Won't Solve All Our Problems is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Jennifer Trojanowski:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this The Limits of Marriage:
Why Getting Everyone Married Won't Solve All Our Problems.

Adam Hay:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as



compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be examine. The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married Won't Solve All
Our Problems can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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