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What does the world admire most about America? Science, technology, higher education, consumer
goods—but not, it seems, freedom and democracy. Indeed, these ideals are in global retreat, for reasons
ranging from ill-conceived foreign policy to the financial crisis and the sophisticated propaganda of modern
authoritarians. Another reason, explored for the first time in this pathbreaking book, is the distorted picture
of freedom and democracy found in America's cultural exports.

In interviews with thoughtful observers in eleven countries, Martha Bayles heard many objections to the
violence and vulgarity pervading today's popular culture. But she also heard a deeper complaint: namely, that
America no longer shares the best of itself. Tracing this change to the end of the Cold War, Bayles shows
how public diplomacy was scaled back, and in-your-face entertainment became America's de facto
ambassador.

This book focuses on the present and recent past, but its perspective is deeply rooted in American history,
culture, religion, and political thought. At its heart is an affirmation of a certain ethos—of hope for human
freedom tempered with prudence about human nature—that is truly the aspect of America most admired by
others. And its author’s purpose is less to find fault than to help chart a positive path for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Rosenbaum:

This book untitled Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image
Abroad to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this guide from your list.

Anthony Wood:

The reason why? Because this Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's
Image Abroad is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Hilton Rogers:

You can get this Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem
if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or
printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Charles Aranda:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public
Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to
be first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book Through a Screen Darkly:
Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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