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Perhaps no other industrial technology changed the course of Mexican history in the United States—and
Mexico—than did the coming of the railroads. Tens of thousands of Mexicans worked for the railroads in the
United States, especially in the Southwest and Midwest. Construction crews soon became railroad workers
proper, along with maintenance crews later. Extensive Mexican American settlements appeared throughout
the lower and upper Midwest as the result of the railroad. The substantial Mexican American populations in
these regions today are largely attributable to 19th- and 20th-century railroad work. Only agricultural work
surpassed railroad work in terms of employment of Mexicans.

The full history of Mexican American railroad labor and settlement in the United States had not been told,
however, until Jeffrey Marcos Garcílazo’s groundbreaking research in Traqueros. Garcílazo mined
numerous archives and other sources to provide the first and only comprehensive history of Mexican railroad
workers across the United States, with particular attention to the Midwest. He first explores the origins and
process of Mexican labor recruitment and immigration and then describes the areas of work performed. He
reconstructs the workers’ daily lives and explores not only what the workers did on the job but also what
they did at home and how they accommodated and/or resisted Americanization. Boxcar communities, strike
organizations, and “traquero culture” finally receive historical acknowledgment. Integral to his study is the
importance of family settlement in shaping working class communities and consciousness throughout the
Midwest.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Traqueros: Mexican Railroad Workers
in the United States, 1870-1930 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series). All type of book could you see
on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Veronica Lopez:

The guide untitled Traqueros: Mexican Railroad Workers in the United States, 1870-1930 (Al Filo: Mexican
American Studies Series) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Traqueros: Mexican Railroad
Workers in the United States, 1870-1930 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Robin Harvey:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Traqueros: Mexican Railroad
Workers in the United States, 1870-1930 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Traqueros:
Mexican Railroad Workers in the United States, 1870-1930 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series)
become your starter.

Judith Bryant:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Traqueros: Mexican Railroad Workers in
the United States, 1870-1930 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) why because the excellent cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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