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In this engagingly written account, Martine Batchelor relays the challenges a new ordinand faces in adapting
to Buddhist monastic life: the spicy food, the rigorous daily schedule, the distinctive clothes and
undergarments, and the cultural misunderstandings inevitable between a French woman and her Korean
colleagues. She reveals as well the genuine pleasures that derive from solitude, meditative training, and
communion with the deeply religiouswhom the Buddhists call "good friends."

Batchelor has also recorded the oral history/autobiography of her teacher, the eminent nun Son'gyong Sunim,
leader of the Zen meditation hall at Naewonsa. It is a profoundly moving, often light-hearted story that offers
insight into the challenges facing a woman on the path to enlightenment at the beginning of the twentieth
century. Original English translations of eleven of Son'gyong Sunim's poems on Buddhist themes make a
graceful and thought-provoking coda to the two women's narratives.

Western readers only familiar with Buddhist ideas of female inferiority will be surprised by the degree of
spiritual equality and authority enjoyed by nuns in Korea. While American writings on Buddhism
increasingly emphasize the therapeutic, self-help, and comforting aspects of Buddhist thought, Batchelor's
text offers a bracing and timely reminder of the strict discipline required in traditional Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Women in Korean Zen (Women and
Gender in Religion) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Loyd Tyler:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Women in Korean
Zen (Women and Gender in Religion) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Patricia Trevino:

Often the book Women in Korean Zen (Women and Gender in Religion) will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Women in Korean Zen (Women and Gender in
Religion) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Loretta Jones:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Women in Korean Zen (Women and
Gender in Religion) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Women in
Korean Zen (Women and Gender in Religion).
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