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Focusing on globalization in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Jessica Teisch examines the
processes by which American water and mining engineers who rose to prominence during and after the
California Gold Rush of 1849 exported the United States' growing technical and environmental knowledge
and associated social and political institutions. In the frontiers of Australia, South Africa, Hawaii, and
Palestine--semiarid regions that shared a need for water to support growing populations and economies--
California water engineers applied their expertise in irrigation and mining projects on behalf of foreign
governments and business interests.

Engineering Nature explores how controlling the vagaries of nature abroad required more than the export of
blueprints for dams, canals, or mines; it also entailed the problematic transfer of the new technology's
sociopolitical context. Water engineers confronted unforeseen variables in each region as they worked to
implement their visions of agrarian settlement and industrial growth, including the role of the market,
government institutions, property rights, indigenous peoples, labor, and, not last, the environment. Teisch
argues that by examining the successes and failures of various projects as American influence spread, we can
see the complex role of globalization at work, often with incredibly disproportionate results.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Starr:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Engineering
Nature: Water, Development, and the Global Spread of American Environmental Expertise? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ena Clark:

The particular book Engineering Nature: Water, Development, and the Global Spread of American
Environmental Expertise will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Engineering Nature: Water, Development, and the Global Spread of American Environmental
Expertise is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Leslie Martin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
than can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. Engineering Nature: Water, Development, and the Global Spread of
American Environmental Expertise can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who
have those short extra time problems.

Ana Gaskill:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Engineering Nature: Water, Development, and the
Global Spread of American Environmental Expertise. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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