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In 2006 the Grameen Bank of Bangladesh won the Nobel Peace Prize for its innovative microfinancing
operations. This path-breaking study of gender, grassroots globalization, and neoliberalism in Bangladesh
looks critically at the Grameen Bank and three of the leading NGOs in the country. Amid euphoria over the
benefits of microfinance, Lamia Karim offers a timely and sobering perspective on the practical, and
possibly detrimental, realities for poor women inducted into microfinance operations.

In a series of ethnographic cases, Karim shows how NGOs use social codes of honor and shame to shape the
conduct of women and to further an agenda of capitalist expansion. These unwritten policies subordinate
poor women to multiple levels of debt that often lead to increased violence at the household and community
levels, thereby weakening women’s ability to resist the onslaught of market forces.

A compelling critique of the relationship between powerful NGOs and the financially strapped women
beholden to them for capital, this book cautions us to be vigilant about the social realities within which
women and loans circulate—realities that often have adverse effects on the lives of the very women these
operations are meant to help.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

The book Microfinance and Its Discontents: Women in Debt in Bangladesh can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Microfinance and Its
Discontents: Women in Debt in Bangladesh? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all
of these. Book Microfinance and Its Discontents: Women in Debt in Bangladesh has simple shape however
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mellisa Holden:

The book Microfinance and Its Discontents: Women in Debt in Bangladesh has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this book.

Yolanda Harris:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Microfinance and Its Discontents: Women in Debt in
Bangladesh. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Amanda Young:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Microfinance and Its Discontents: Women in Debt in Bangladesh can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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