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A chronicle of life on the resplendent island, combining the immediacy of memoir with the vividness of
travelogue and reportage
 
Adele Barker and her son, Noah, settled into the central highlands of Sri Lanka for an eighteen-month
sojourn, immersing themselves in the customs, cultures, and landscapes of the island—its elephants, birds,
and monkeys; its hot curries and sweet mangoes; the cacophony of its markets; the resonant evening chants
from its temples. They hear stories of the island’s colorful past and its twenty-five-year civil war between the
Sinhalese majority and the Tamil Tigers. When, having returned home to Tucson, Barker awakes on
December 26, 2004, to see televised images of the island’s southern shore disappearing into the ocean, she
decides she must go back. Traveling from the southernmost coasts to the farthest outposts of the Tamil north,
she witnesses the ravages of the tsunami that killed forty-eight thousand Sri Lankans in the space of twenty
minutes, and reports from the ground on the triumphs and failures of relief efforts. Combining the
immediacy of memoir and the vividness of travelogue with the insight of the best reportage, Not Quite
Paradise chronicles life in a place few have ever visited.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Gagne:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Not Quite Paradise: An
American Sojourn in Sri Lanka book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Sonia Shipley:

This Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri Lanka are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri Lanka can be
one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri Lanka giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Hilda Dolan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri Lanka can
be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Michael Kenney:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri Lanka this reserve consist
a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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