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What makes us alive? Is it our DNA? Our genetics? Is it our atomic composition that gives us life?
Somehow, all of this feels radically dissonant from our everyday experience. In Life beyond Molecules and
Genes, experimental biologist Stephen Rothman makes the bold case that it is, in fact, our adaptive abilities,
hewn by evolution, that make us alive. In making this point, he reveals a hidden harmony between science
and life as we live it.

The traditionally accepted understanding of adaptive properties (e.g., the abilities to obtain food, avoid
predators, procreate) has been that these are actions of living things or traits that they express. Rothman
makes the provocative assertion that this foundational element of the modern materialist perspective is
entirely backwards. Our adaptive properties do not exist because we are alive, but rather we are alive because
they exist. The implications of this assertion turn the theory of evolution by natural selection on its head by
revealing that life transcends its material nature.

Students and scholars of the biological sciences as well as those interested in the philosophy of science will
find this work both fascinating and challenging, perhaps even controversial. For centuries, the field of
biology has focused on the seemingly mundane task of identifying and cataloging life's chemical substances,
while ignoring its grand question: "What is it that makes us alive?" With Life beyond Molecules and Genes,
perhaps the field will move a bit closer toward an answer.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Life Beyond Molecules and
Genes: In Search of Harmony between Life and Science to read.

Jesus Novak:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: In
Search of Harmony between Life and Science is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Colby Tapia:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Life Beyond
Molecules and Genes: In Search of Harmony between Life and Science that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Life Beyond Molecules and
Genes: In Search of Harmony between Life and Science become your own personal starter.

Janelle Coe:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By the book The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: In Search of Harmony between Life and
Science we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must
choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life by this book The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: In Search of Harmony between Life
and Science. You can more appealing than now.
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