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In The Secrets of Alchemy, Lawrence M. Principe, one of the world’s leading authorities on the subject,
brings alchemy out of the shadows and restores it to its important place in human history and culture. By
surveying what alchemy was and how it began, developed, and overlapped with a range of ideas and
pursuits, Principe illuminates the practice. He vividly depicts the place of alchemy during its heyday in early
modern Europe, and then explores how alchemy has fit into wider views of the cosmos and humanity,
touching on its enduring place in literature, fine art, theater, and religion as well as its recent acceptance as a
serious subject of study for historians of science. In addition, he introduces the reader to some of the most
fascinating alchemists, such as Zosimos and Basil Valentine, whose lives dot alchemy’s long reign from the
third century and to the present day. Through his exploration of alchemists and their times, Principe pieces
together closely guarded clues from obscure and fragmented texts to reveal alchemy’s secrets, and—most
exciting for budding alchemists—uses them to recreate many of the most famous recipes in his lab, including
those for the “glass of antimony” and “philosophers’ tree.” This unique approach brings the reader closer to
the actual work of alchemy than any other book.
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Secrets of Alchemy why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Morris Reyna:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That The Secrets of Alchemy can give you a lot of friends because by
you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let me have The Secrets of Alchemy.

David Barthel:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Secrets of Alchemy as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to
add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Secrets of Alchemy
to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Tim Gonzalez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The
Secrets of Alchemy.
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