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In modern Latin America, profound social inequalities have persisted despite the promise of equality. Nara
B. Milanich argues that social and legal practices surrounding family and kinship have helped produce and
sustain these inequalities. Tracing families both elite and plebeian in late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-
century Chile, she focuses on a group largely invisible in Latin American historiography: children. The
concept of family constituted a crucial dimension of an individual’s identity and status, but also denoted a
privileged set of gendered and generational dependencies that not all people could claim. Children of Fate
explores such themes as paternity, illegitimacy, kinship, and child circulation over the course of eighty years
of Chile’s modern history to illuminate the ways family practices and ideologies powerfully shaped the lives
of individuals as well as broader social structures.

Milanich pays particular attention to family law, arguing that liberal legal reforms wrought in the 1850s,
which left the paternity of illegitimate children purposely unrecorded, reinforced not only patriarchal power
but also hierarchies of class. Through vivid stories culled from judicial and notarial sources and from a cache
of documents found in the closet of a Santiago orphanage, she reveals how law and bureaucracy helped
create an anonymous underclass bereft of kin entitlements, dependent on the charity of others, and
marginalized from public bureaucracies. Milanich also challenges the recent scholarly emphasis on state
formation by highlighting the enduring importance of private, informal, and extralegal relations of power
within and across households. Children of Fate demonstrates how the study of children can illuminate the
social organization of gender and class, liberalism, law, and state power in modern Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Children of Fate: Childhood,
Class, and the State in Chile, 1850-1930 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) book because book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Miriam Ellis:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Children of
Fate: Childhood, Class, and the State in Chile, 1850-1930 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.), you are able
to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a reserve.

Daniel Buch:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is definitely Children of Fate: Childhood, Class, and the State in Chile,
1850-1930 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.).

Nicole Dilbeck:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Children of Fate: Childhood, Class, and the State in
Chile, 1850-1930 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What?



Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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