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In Erotic Exchanges, Nina Kushner reveals the complex world of elite prostitution in eighteenth-century
Paris by focusing on the professional mistresses who dominated it. In this demimonde, these dames
entretenues exchanged sex, company, and sometimes even love for being “kept.” Most of these women
entered the profession unwillingly, either because they were desperate and could find no other means of
support or because they were sold by family members to brothels or to particular men. A small but
significant percentage of kept women, however, came from a theater subculture that actively supported elite
prostitution. Kushner shows that in its business conventions, its moral codes, and even its sexual practices,
the demimonde was an integral part of contemporary Parisian culture.

Kushner’s primary sources include thousands of folio pages of dossiers and other documents generated by
the Paris police as they tracked the lives and careers of professional mistresses, reporting in meticulous, often
lascivious, detail what these women and their clients did. Rather than reduce the history of sex work to the
history of its regulation, Kushner interprets these materials in a way that unlocks these women’s own
experiences. Kushner analyzes prostitution as a form of work, examines the contracts that governed
relationships among patrons, mistresses, and madams, and explores the roles played by money, gifts, and, on
occasion, love in making and breaking the bonds between women and men. This vivid and engaging book
explores elite prostitution not only as a form of labor and as a kind of business but also as a chapter in the
history of emotions, marriage, and the family.
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From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

The book Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading
a book Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris to become your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a book Erotic Exchanges: The World of
Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Eric McDonald:

The actual book Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after reading this article book.

James Batts:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite
Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Steven Barraza:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From
the book Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Erotic Exchanges:
The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris. You can more desirable than now.
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