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A disrobing acrobat, a female Hamlet, and a tuba-playing labor activist—all these women come to life in
Rank Ladies. In this comprehensive study of women in vaudeville, Alison Kibler reveals how female
performers, patrons, and workers shaped the rise and fall of the most popular live entertainment at the turn of
the century.

Kibler focuses on the role of gender in struggles over whether high or low culture would reign in vaudeville,
examining women's performances and careers in vaudeville, their status in the expanding vaudeville
audience, and their activity in the vaudevillians' labor union. Respectable women were a key to vaudeville's
success, she says, as entrepreneurs drew women into audiences that had previously been dominated by
working-class men and recruited female artists as performers. But although theater managers publicly
celebrated the cultural uplift of vaudeville and its popularity among women, in reality their houses were
often hostile both to female performers and to female patrons and home to women who challenged
conventional understandings of respectable behavior. Once a sign of vaudeville's refinement, Kibler says,
women became associated with the decay of vaudeville and were implicated in broader attacks on mass
culture as well.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Martin:

The book Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural Hierarchy in American Vaudeville (Gender and American
Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a very important thing like a book Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural Hierarchy in
American Vaudeville (Gender and American Culture)? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural Hierarchy in American
Vaudeville (Gender and American Culture) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Shad Broussard:

Precisely why? Because this Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural Hierarchy in American Vaudeville (Gender
and American Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book
include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Morris Sampson:

Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural Hierarchy in American Vaudeville (Gender and American Culture) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural Hierarchy in American Vaudeville
(Gender and American Culture) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Cheryl Bullen:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Rank Ladies: Gender and Cultural
Hierarchy in American Vaudeville (Gender and American Culture) to make your current reading is



interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially.
It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Rank Ladies:
Gender and Cultural Hierarchy in American Vaudeville (Gender and American Culture) can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this
time.
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