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Rhetoric -- the theory of oral discourse -- affected and indeed pervaded all aspects of classical thought.
Bearing the stamp of its impact were the Homeric hymns, the Iliad and the Odyssey, Aeschylus' Eumenides,
the great dramatic tragedies, the elegiac and lyric poetry, and the literature of the Romans, often formed in
the Greek image. The rhetorical notion of probability had direct implications for the classical philosopher
and mathematician as it does today.

Departments of speech, English, philosophy and classics provide the key centers of interest in the new and
the classical rhetorics. Despite the considerable enthusiasm for the study of rhetoric, no single work provides
large selections of primary materials written by the classical rhetoricians themselves. Until now, only
secondary sources containing tiny excerpts, or entire and expensive translations of the ancient rhetorical
writings were available. This large anthology of primary readings of the classical rhetoricians in translation
fills this large gap.

The continuity and coherence of ancient rhetorical traditions is emphasized by organizing large excerpts into
the topical divisions that later classical writers agreed upon. The first unit of this anthology sets forth major
issues in the definition and scope of rhetoric, and its appropriate place among other modes of thought and
discourse. Parts 2 through 5 are organized according to the traditional canons of oratory -- invention,
disposition, style, memory, and delivery. In organizing the readings this way, the editors represent both the
philosophical and theoretical issues in rhetoric and its pragmatic functions as a craft for making effective
discourse.

Selecting excerpts that illustrate the major conflicts within the unfolding tradition enables a sampling of not
only the major points of view, but also the arguments supporting them. This volume includes selections not
only from writings of the standard classical rhetoricians but also from less typical works which have special
value. The editors have utilized the best accessible translations while remaining absolutely faithful to their
texts.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Graham:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Readings in Classical Rhetoric. You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
Readings in Classical Rhetoric. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, we could open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Efrain Floyd:

The book Readings in Classical Rhetoric can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Readings in Classical Rhetoric? Some
of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Readings in Classical Rhetoric has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Nathan Kelly:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Readings in Classical Rhetoric book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Readings in Classical Rhetoric as good book not
merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its
include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Daniel Slater:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book Readings in Classical Rhetoric was filled in relation to science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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