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From the names of cruise lines and bookstores to an Australian ranch and a nudist camp outside of Atlanta,
the word serendipity--that happy blend of wisdom and luck by which something is discovered not quite by
accident--is today ubiquitous. This book traces the word's eventful history from its 1754 coinage into the
twentieth century--chronicling along the way much of what we now call the natural and social sciences.

The book charts where the term went, with whom it resided, and how it fared. We cross oceans and academic
specialties and meet those people, both famous and now obscure, who have used and abused serendipity. We
encounter a linguistic sage, walk down the illustrious halls of the Harvard Medical School, attend the
(serendipitous) birth of penicillin, and meet someone who "manages serendipity" for the U.S. Navy.

The story of serendipity is fascinating; that of The Travels and Adventures of Serendipity, equally so. Written
in the 1950s by already-eminent sociologist Robert Merton and Elinor Barber, the book--though occasionally
and most tantalizingly cited--was intentionally never published. This is all the more curious because it so
remarkably anticipated subsequent battles over research and funding--many of which centered on the role of
serendipity in science. Finally, shortly after his ninety-first birthday, following Barber's death and preceding
his own by but a little, Merton agreed to expand and publish this major work.

Beautifully written, the book is permeated by the prodigious intellectual curiosity and generosity that
characterized Merton's influential On the Shoulders of Giants. Absolutely entertaining as the history of a
word, the book is also tremendously important to all who value the miracle of intellectual discovery. It
represents Merton's lifelong protest against that rhetoric of science that defines discovery as anything other
than a messy blend of inspiration, perspiration, error, and happy chance--anything other than serendipity.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Hansell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Travels and
Adventures of Serendipity: A Study in Sociological Semantics and the Sociology of Science? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ronda Hagerty:

The actual book The Travels and Adventures of Serendipity: A Study in Sociological Semantics and the
Sociology of Science will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to
you. The book The Travels and Adventures of Serendipity: A Study in Sociological Semantics and the
Sociology of Science is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Silvia Smedley:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Travels and
Adventures of Serendipity: A Study in Sociological Semantics and the Sociology of Science, you could
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Thomas Taylor:

You can get this The Travels and Adventures of Serendipity: A Study in Sociological Semantics and the
Sociology of Science by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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