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Eleven-year-old Cupcake Brown woke up on the bicentennial and found her mother still in bed. She
struggled to wake her up, pushing and pulling until she managed to tug her mother's lifeless corpse onto her
own small body, crushing her beneath its dead weight. After squeezing out from under her mother, Cupcake
calmly walked over to the phone and called her aunt Lori. "Lori, my momma's dead."

Here is the threshold of a hell for young Cupcake. Rather than being allowed to live with the man she
believed to be her father--who turns out to have been her stepfather--she is forced into a foster home where
the kids were terrorized, the refrigerator padlocked, and Cupcake sexually abused. She eventually fled the
house, only to find herself wandering from misadventure to misadventure in the "system," while also
developing a massive appetite for drugs and alcohol, an appetite she paid for by turning tricks. She settled
down in Los Angeles and found a home in the Crips, where she was taken in and befriended by gangsters
like the legendary "Monster" Kody Scott. For the first time she found a family, but when Cupcake was
blasted in the back with a 12-gauge shotgun, she was once more taken in by the system.

At 16, her stepfather reeneters her life and engineers an "emancipation," in which the courts declare her an
adult and free her, finally, from the child welfare system. Cup takes advantage of her new freedom to start a
drug-dealing operation with her stepfather, who also manages a stable of colorful prostitutes. Soon she meets
a man, falls in love, and gets married. He convinces her to get a real job and learn to speak proper English--
but he also abuses her and introduces her to crack cocaine. Cupcake flits from job to job, miraculously, given
that she never fails to show up without some cocktail of narcotics floating in her system.

She hits rock bottom when, in desperation, she steals crack from her drug dealer. He beats her nearly to
death, rapes her, and then leaves her body behind a dumpster. Cupcake wakes up days later, not sure of how
she ended up in this state and from that moment begins to turn her life around. She was adopted by a lawyer
who ran the law firm where she "worked," and slowly he assisted her in kicking the habit--with the help of
an eccentric group of fellow addicts who became, at last, a family to her--and catching up on her education.
With the support of her new family, she eventurally goes all the way to law school (although not without a
few additional misadventures along the way) and joins one of the top law firms in the country.

Cupcake's story is an inspiring, at times hilarious, often distrubing, and deeply moving account of a singular
woman who took on the worst of contemporary urban life and survived it with wit and a ferocious will. It
updates classic memoirs like I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings and Makes Me Wanna Holler, and gives a
bold and gritty spin to contemporary memoirs like Finding Fish. At the center of it, Cupcake is a charming
and inspiring narrator through the inferno of her life.

From the Compact Disc edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mollie Walker:

The book A Piece of Cake: A Memoir make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Piece of Cake: A Memoir being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide A Piece of Cake:
A Memoir. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Pauline Mueller:

The actual book A Piece of Cake: A Memoir will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just
read, this book very appropriate to you. The book A Piece of Cake: A Memoir is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Paula Lauria:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day every day to reading a guide. The book A Piece of Cake: A Memoir it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Sarah Heath:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the A Piece of Cake: A Memoir when you required it?
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