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The fun and fascinating follow-up to the international bestseller Red Herrings and White Elephants

Why do people put their "skeletons in a closet," "have a hunch," "get the cold shoulder," "get dressed up to
the nines," or "call a spade a spade?" These phrases are used every day, yet most people have little or no idea
where most of them come from. In Black Sheep and Lame Ducks, Albert Jack takes readers on a journey
through the curious- and often bizarre-origins of hundreds of their favorite idioms and expressions.

For example, "wearing your heart on your sleeve" comes from the Middle Ages, when a lady would "give
her heart" in the form of a handkerchief pinned to the sleeve of a knight who was about to go into battle. And
calling someone the "black sheep in the family" refers to a thousands- year-old belief that a black lamb in a
flock was unpopular because its fleece was undyeable and therefore less valuable.

With Black Sheep and Lame Ducks, any language-lover can feel like a "Smart Aleck"-and also know exactly
who that was.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Walker:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Black Sheep and Lame
Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day to read.

Cindy Johnson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day, you may tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-
book.

Barbara Norwood:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of
Even More Phrases We Use Every Day, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Betty Neal:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use
Every Day was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get



book that you just wanted.
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