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The transition paradigm has traditionally viewed civil society activism as an essential condition for the
establishment of democracy. The democracy promotion strategies of Western policy-makers have, therefore,
been based on strengthening civil society in authoritarian settings in order to support the development of
social capital -to challenge undemocratic regimes.

This book questions the validity of the link between an active associational life and democratization. It
examines civil society in the Arab world in order to illustrate how authoritarian constraints structure civil
society dynamics in the region in ways that hinder transition to democracy. Building on innovative
theoretical work and drawing on empirical data from extensive fieldwork in the region, this study
demonstrates how the activism of civil society in five different Arab countries strengthens rather than
weakens authoritarian practices and rule. Through an analysis of the specific legal and political constraints
on associational life, and the impact of these on relations between different civic groups, and between
associations and state authorities, the book demonstrates that the claim that civil society plays a positive role
in processes of democratic transformation is highly questionable.

Offering a broad and alternative vision of the state of civil society in the region, this book will be an
important contribution to studies on Middle Eastern politics, democratization and civil society activism.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Henson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Civil Society and Democratization in the Arab World:
The Dynamics of Activism (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics).

Shawn Jones:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Civil Society and Democratization in the Arab
World: The Dynamics of Activism (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics) can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Verna Riddle:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Civil Society and Democratization in the Arab World: The Dynamics of Activism
(Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics) can make you experience more interested to read.

Liliana Stevens:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Civil Society and Democratization in
the Arab World: The Dynamics of Activism (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics).
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