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In the fall of 1865, the United States Army executed Confederate guerrilla Champ Ferguson for his role in
murdering fifty-three loyal citizens of Kentucky and Tennessee during the Civil War. Long remembered as
the most unforgiving and inglorious warrior of the Confederacy, Ferguson has often been dismissed by
historians as a cold-blooded killer. In Confederate Outlaw: Champ Ferguson and the Civil War in
Appalachia, biographer Brian D. McKnight demonstrates how such a simple judgment ignores the
complexity of this legendary character.

In his analysis, McKnight maintains that Ferguson fought the war on personal terms and with an Old
Testament mentality regarding the righteousness of his cause. He believed that friends were friends and
enemies were enemies—no middle ground existed. As a result, he killed prewar comrades as well as
longtime adversaries without regret, all the while knowing that he might one day face his own brother, who
served as a Union scout.

Ferguson’s continued popularity demonstrates that his bloody legend did not die on the gallows. Widespread
rumors endured of his last-minute escape from justice, and over time, the borderland terrorist emerged as a
folk hero for many southerners. Numerous authors resurrected and romanticized his story for popular
audiences, and even Hollywood used Ferguson’s life to create the composite role played by Clint Eastwood
in The Outlaw Josey Wales. McKnight’s study deftly separates the myths from reality and weaves a
thoughtful, captivating, and accurate portrait of the Confederacy’s most celebrated guerrilla.

An impeccably researched biography, Confederate Outlaw offers an abundance of insight into Ferguson’s
wartime motivations, actions, and tactics, and also describes borderland loyalties, guerrilla operations, and
military retribution. McKnight concludes that Ferguson, and other irregular warriors operating during the
Civil War, saw the conflict as far more of a personal battle than a political one.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Confederate
Outlaw: Champ Ferguson and the Civil War in Appalachia (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Omar Yoder:

The experience that you get from Confederate Outlaw: Champ Ferguson and the Civil War in Appalachia
(Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to know but Confederate Outlaw: Champ Ferguson and the Civil War in Appalachia (Conflicting
Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this particular Confederate Outlaw: Champ Ferguson and the Civil War in Appalachia
(Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) instantly.

Billy Migliore:

Often the book Confederate Outlaw: Champ Ferguson and the Civil War in Appalachia (Conflicting Worlds:
New Dimensions of the American Civil War) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study,
this book very suitable to you. The book Confederate Outlaw: Champ Ferguson and the Civil War in
Appalachia (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Robert Tanaka:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to



improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One
of them is this Confederate Outlaw: Champ Ferguson and the Civil War in Appalachia (Conflicting Worlds:
New Dimensions of the American Civil War).
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