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Reassessing the meanings of "black humor" and "dark satire," Laughing Fit to Kill illustrates how black
comedians, writers, and artists have deftly deployed various modes of comedic "conjuring"--the absurd, the
grotesque, and the strategic expression of racial stereotypes--to redress not only the past injustices of slavery
and racism in America but also their legacy in the present. Focusing on representations of slavery in the
post-civil rights era, Carpio explores stereotypes in Richard Pryor's groundbreaking stand-up act and the
outrageous comedy of Chappelle's Show to demonstrate how deeply indebted they are to the sly social
criticism embedded in the profoundly ironic nineteenth-century fiction of William Wells Brown and Charles
W. Chesnutt. Similarly, she reveals how the iconoclastic literary works of Ishmael Reed and Suzan-Lori
Parks use satire, hyperbole, and burlesque humor to represent a violent history and to take on issues of racial
injustice. With an abundance of illustrations, Carpio also extends her discussion of radical black comedy to
the visual arts as she reveals how the use of subversive appropriation by Kara Walker and Robert Colescott
cleverly lampoons the iconography of slavery. Ultimately, Laughing Fit to Kill offers a unique look at the
bold, complex, and just plain funny ways that African American artists have used laughter to critique
slavery's dark legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Mandel:

Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series) can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois
Institute Series) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial thinking.

Brain West:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the
Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.

Alejandro Colon:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B.
Du Bois Institute Series) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book that you wanted.

Marjorie Ishee:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is identified as of book Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois
Institute Series). You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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