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Preeminent Kentucky reformer and women's rights advocate Madeline McDowell Breckinridge (1872--
1920) was at the forefront of social change during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A
descendant of Henry Clay and the daughter of two of Kentucky's most prominent families, Breckinridge had
a remarkably varied activist career that included roles in the promotion of public health, education, women's
rights, and charity. Founder of the Lexington Civic League and Associated Charities, Breckinridge
successfully lobbied to create parks and playgrounds and to establish a juvenile court system in Kentucky.
She also became president of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association, served as vice president of the
National American Woman Suffrage Association, and even campaigned across the country for the League of
Nations. In the first biography of Breckinridge since 1921, Madeline McDowell Breckinridge and the Battle
for a New South, Melba Porter Hay draws on newly discovered correspondence and rich personal interviews
with her female associates to illuminate the fascinating life of this important Kentucky activist. Deftly
balancing Breckinridge's public reform efforts with her private concerns, Hay tells the story of Madeline's
marriage to Desha Breckinridge, editor of the Lexington Herald, and how she used the match to her
advantage by promoting social causes in the newspaper. Hay also chronicles Breckinridge's ordeals with
tuberculosis and amputation, and emotionally trying episodes of family betrayal and sex scandals. Hay
describes how Breckinridge's physical struggles and personal losses transformed her from a privileged
socialite into a selfless advocate for the disadvantaged. Later as vice president of the National American
Women Suffrage Association, Breckinridge lobbied for Kentucky's ratification of the Nineteenth
Amendment, which gave women the right to vote in 1920. While devoting much of her life to the woman
suffrage movement on the local and national levels, she also supported the antituberculosis movement, social
programs for the poor, compulsory school attendance, and laws regulating child labor. In bringing to life this
extraordinary reformer, Hay shows how Breckinridge championed Kentucky's social development during the
Progressive Era.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Madeline McDowell Breckinridge and
the Battle for a New South (Topics in Kentucky History) to read.

Kenneth Kelly:

Often the book Madeline McDowell Breckinridge and the Battle for a New South (Topics in Kentucky
History) will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Madeline
McDowell Breckinridge and the Battle for a New South (Topics in Kentucky History) is much recommended
to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Deborah Wilkerson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is Madeline McDowell Breckinridge and the Battle for a New South (Topics in Kentucky History)
this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Ethel Orr:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Madeline McDowell Breckinridge and the Battle for a New South (Topics in Kentucky History) when
you necessary it?
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